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Abstract:

The weather is a preoccupation of the British public, and flooding has become a salient feature of their
experience. Climate science also has important things to say about the prevalence, distribution and dangers
of rainfall and flooding, and what we should expect from global warming. This paper looks at British press
coverage of flooding, and at the connections made between this theme and climate change. It aims to
expose longitudinal patterning, and assess how common the connection is. From here the analysis moves
to specific cases of high profile flooding events for a detailed exploration of the tone and tenor, and
discursive contours of reports. The results suggest the media's contribution to genuine debate is mixed, that
the connection between common forms of reportage and our scientific understanding of the phenomena is
often tenuous. The paper explores the implications for the way the politics of climate change plays out.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Other Communication Audience: Media

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

Author(s): Gavin NT, Leonard-Milsom L, Montgomery J
Year: 2011

Journal: Public Understanding of Science. 20 (3): 422-438

Page 1 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

European Region/Country: European Country

Other European Country : Britain

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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